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Abstract
The debate about whether the pre-Islamic ‘Arabian Calendar’, which was in vogue in
Arabia up to the death of Prophet Muhammad in CE 632, was purely lunar or lunisolar, is
not settled yet. The scant historical sources combined with the strict Islamic taboo against
intercalation have hindered reaching a consensus about the properties of this Calendar.
Even when historians agree it was lunisolar, they often disagree on the placement of its
months within the solar year and the scheme of its intercalation. Relying on the intimate
relation between this Calendar and the pre-Islamic pilgrimage, | use the techniques of
archeoastronomy to establish that the main pilgrimage shrines in Mecca were positioned
in precise alignments with the sunrise and sunset directions on the Summer Solstice Day.
| then uncover the intercalation scheme and the months’ placement within the solar year
using two early sixth-century Byzantine reports, which indicated that the start of the pre-
Islamic pilgrimage was always synchronous with the onset of the Summer Solstice. The
results are validated by referring to the most trusted traditions attributed to the Prophet of

Islam.



