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unfr__mrt}:hatg consequence of the existence of diverse sects has been un —
C‘I.hnstlan disputes and rivalries between them, particularly concerned with
rights in .the holy places. Disunity and over -concern for petty matters
FhﬂrECtEIIZE much of Jerusalem's Christianity, yet it is alse true that there
is some ljaelpful and friendly contact between Christians of different
den.ommatmns and origins in the city. In Jerusalem at present are repﬁasen—
tatives of the FEastern (Greek) Orthodox Church, of the Monophosyte
Churches ( Armenians, Syrians, Egyptian and Ethiopian Cnpts)l of the
Roman Catholic and Uniate Churches, of the Anglicans and the Ll;t-herans.

The oldest and most revered Christian community in Jerusalem is
the Greek Orthodox one. Christianity spread first amongst Greeks and
most early Christian theology was written in their tongue. Sincé the year
451, thgre; has been a Greek patriarchate in Jerusalem acting at first as sole
custodian of the holy places and in later years of the Greek rightsin them
and protecting and aiding Eastern Orthodox pilgrims ( most of whoml
befxlare 1917 were Russians). At present the patriarchate consists almost
entirely of Greek monks and priests who form the Fraternity of the Holy
Sepulchre ; most of them live in a large monastery adjoinirg the Chl.;rch
of the Holy Sepulchre. In Jerusalem are also some lay Greeks most of whom
are shop- keepers in the Christian quarter, There are a large number of
local Arab Orthodox Christians ¢ both laity and parish priests) who come
under the care of the Greek Patriarchate. Unfortunately, relations between
these two groups have not always been very happy, for, the Greeks
understandbly do not wish to lose their entrenched position' whilst -the
Ara1?s have felt it their right to play a larger part in the rur;ning of the
patriarchate and in the custody of the holy places. Another community
connected with this patriarchate are theWhite Russian nuns and priests (man.
of noble blood) who live in Gethsemane and on the Mount of Olives. They flej
from Russia after the revolution there and in their salon are t'o be seen
portraits of the venerated imperial family. All of them are elderly and. .it

_ Chnsltianity came to Ethiopia in the fourth century and has ever
since rem.amed alive in those remote mountains though compassed about
by paganism and Islam. There have been Ethiopians in Jerusalem since the
seventh‘century or eatlier, in fact Jerusalem is one of the few places until
recent times where Ethiopians have come into contact with the outside
world. They used to have important rights within the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre but through poverty and weakness they have lost these and now
possess only a tiny chapel on the roof of the church. They have a small
monastery there too-white-washed huts shaded by pepper trees, a peat:efui
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place where the eldetly monks can sit and read the Scriptures. Unlike the
Armenians, the Ethiopians are not permanent Jerusalem dwellers - they
generally come from their country for a time and return to it and there
are few lay Ethiopians in the city.

The Armenians are a nation of Asia Minor whose past contains much
tragedy and bloodshed. Since the fourteenth century they have not possessed
a country of their own but have had to live under Turkish, Persian, Arab
or Russian rule. After the massacare, half a century ago, of an enormous
number of Armenians by Turks, many Armenians fled south to Palestine
where a lot of them have established themselves as successful business-men
although large numbers have re-emigrated to America. There have been
Armenian’ Christians in Jerusalem since the earliest centuries and they
possess important rights in the holy places, They have a large convent in
the south-western quarter of the walled city which includes a lavishly
decorated church and a library containing many valuable and beautiful
ancient works. The Armenians are now spread to the four quarters of the
earth and it is only in a few places outside Soviet Armenia such as Jerusalem
that can expect their language and culture to be kept alive unsubmerged in
the overwhelming alien sea in which they live.

I have no space to write about the Roman Catholics, whose
pilgrims and interests in the holy places have been locked after principally
by the Franciscans since 1335; the Anglicans, whose cathedral has a tower
which looks as though it had been transplanted from a Devonshire village;
and all the other groups. For he who seeks it, there is a wealth of human
history, of strife, of love, of hate, of blood, of tears, of sweat to be found
.in the covered lanes, the arches, the hidden courts, the engraved fountains,
the formidable city walls, the mosques and churches of Jerusalem.

-—&-;H’a-$€u:;—-——
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KALIEDOSCOPE

They Said :-
Mark Twain -

Adam and Eve had many
advantages, but:-the principal
one was, that they escaped
teething. E:

John Ruskin -

Remember that the most
beautiful things in the world are
the most useless; peacocks and
lilies, for example.

Bernard Show =

There are two tragedies in
life. One is not toget your heart's
desire. The other is to get it,

Henry Adams -

Nothing in education is so
astonishing as the amount of igno-
rance it accumulates in the form
of inert facts.

Daniel Defoe -

Wherever God erects a
house of prayer, the Devil always
builds a chapel there:; And twill
be found upon examination the
latter has the largest congregation

Add to your knowledge : -

- H. C. Qersted discovered
in 1820 that an’ electric current
deflected a magnetic compass
needle. This led to Sturgeon's
invention of the electromagnet in
1823, Ampere, Gauss and Ohm

By: Aajib 1 Farr

used it to calculate magnetic
field produced by electric cut-
rents bringing a new quantita-
tive science into being. A prac-
tical application was the elecric
telegraph. Tn 1865 the first tele-
graph cable was successfully laid
across the Atlantic,

Definitions:

Infant: is an elementary
canal noisy at one end and
Irresponsible at the other.

Golden Rule: is that there is
no golden rule.

Error: is the force that welds
men together,

Prayer of a skaptic: -

“ O Lotd - if there is a lord;
save my soul. Amen.

Man and Dog!

If you pick up a starving
dog and make him satiated he

will not bite you. That is the
principal difference between a
dog and a man.

Do you know?

- That Science proved that
a person is taller in the morning
than at night.

- The average depth of the
Indian Ocean is 13002 feet.

- The first story written
on a typewriter was mark Twa.
in’'s ” Tom Sawyer.”

Some Aspects of Jerusalem
By : Christopher Collier - Tiright.

" I was glad when they said unto me : We will go into the house
of the Lord; our feet shall stand in thy gates O Jerusalem: for thither the
tribes go up to give thanks unto the Name of the Lord.""

Those words, written a thousand years before the time of Christ,
are as meaningful now as they were then, for, ever since their composer,

the Jewish King David, made Jerusalem his capital, it has been a place
thought of as holy, as the chosen of God. For Jews, it is the centre of
their faith where Solomon built his great temple; for Christians it is the
city where Christ was tried, crucified and where he rose again: for
Moslems it ranks after Mecca and Medina in holiness, for, they believe, the.
Prophet Mohammed visited it, prayed in it and ascended to heaven from it.

Jerusalem is a city known and spoken of in all parts of the earth.
It is a city of the world, its history is the history of mankind: it has been
mighty and it has been made low, it has prospered and it has suffered.
It is a meeting place of men of all origins and stations }in life. Those
who come to it today as pilgrims or tourists in comfortable aeroplanes
and cars may well pause a moment to think of those countless forgotten
people who, in former days, braved perils and hardships to come to the
city they knew as holy.

Since the Caliph Omar caused the Byzantine city of Jerusalem to

- surrender in 638 A. D., Jerusalem has, except for brief periods of Crusader

rule in the Middle Ages and thirty years of British rule in this century
(ending in 1948 ), been in the hands of Moslem rulers. Nonetheless,
Christians have by and large been allowed to come on pilgrimage to
Jerusalem, build their own churches and monasteries, and maintain their
own clergy there, and this remains the case today. As one walks through
the streets of the city, one sees numerous ecclesiastics clad in their own
distinctive robes and headgear ; this together with the variety of lay dress-
the colourful Arab peasant and bedouin costumes, the Western dress of
the townsfolk and the informal summer wear of the camera - clicking
tourists - gives Jerusalem much of its unique quality. Where else can you
see a bearded, hooded Armenian priest, a Franciscan novice, a Californian
house - wife and a bedouin soldier in the same street?

Thus, in Jerusalem today exist Christian communities of many kinds
whose members form distinet eolonies speaking their own languages,

following their own forms of worship and customs, and having their own
administrations and leaders recognized by the Jordanian government. An

9



But Anton isan Araband London is Alien. He misses his friends, while
in his mind germinates the seed of revenge, the idea to go back one day and
to fulfill the day dream, he and Walid had planned when they were looking
down the old road to Beirsheeba : create a fifth column of resistance
within the occupied land. These dreams soon turn into lively seeds. Four
yearsin London make of Anton a young man ready to bear the pangs of love,
Fate plays him a trick as if he, Anton, the Christian Arab boy, had not
suffered enough already, and he falls in love with a girl several years
older and above all a Zionist. When he finds out the truth, the pain is tog

much and he remembers his duty towards his country. Didn’t his father
die of heart break?

Yes! he does come back to Walid and Amin, his childhood friends,
Soraya, the only girl he had felt at ease with during his adolescence,
waits for him. He tried to avoid his love, for surely he has to carry out
the plan first. As the time approaches, he realizes that he cannot go
execute it, he no more believes in it and his friends start leaving him behind-
No!he has to prove to those proud friends of his that it was not fear that
changed him. There was his lolyalty towards Soraya, his fiancee and then,.
but never mind, he sets off after his friends and does cross the frontier,

only to be shot down by Israeli guards, who, having nothing else to do
practice their gun shooting on Arabs,

My curiosity was aroused by the Author's presence in Jordan but
the minute [ opened the book and read: «Why don't you write our story
the story of the OTHER exodus, OUR exodus,» I made up my mind to
discover how Ethel Manin had pleaded our cause. Her apparent purpose
was to paint the sufferings and the troubles we had undergone.

Though the characters in the book are ficticious. it is certain that the
incidents are true facets,. The Trek is picturesquely described in all its
misery due to savegnry, cruelty and terror. Thousands of people are
massacared in the small Mosque, all young men sent to concentration
camps, stern soldiers pollute the water designed for moslems to wash in
before going to prayer, Butrus is insulted and spat upon by an Israeli
woman soldier who ordered them: ‘out or your lives won't be worth a
Fils’, Nadia and Randa, two women of al-Mansour household, who in order
not to break the laws of Arab hospitality offer water to Hagana soldiers,
only to be rewarded with rape. Old men drudge along crying for water but there
is nothing but muddy clothes to suck, Mothers histerically throw down
their children in gutters too tired and depressed to look after them
Butrus walks along by himself knowing that there is nothing to do but

=

oy
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suffer in silence. There they go, thousands of Arabs, humiliated, insulted
but even in their suffering,

Yes! Ethel Menin has really understood what this meant to little
Anton and how humiliation poisoned Butrus slowly.

Uptill the end of the exodus, the authoress really fulfills her aim but
then starts a new phase and with it a new story.

Yes! the exodus finishes here but there starts the conflict, the desire
for revenge, the dream that has been repeating itself in the heart and
mind of every youth for sixteen years,. Although Ethel Menin deff'erts
her plan at this point, yet she in truth analyzes every single detail of
the Arab Israeli war. What she is- thinking of, Anton finds alone but only
through disappointment. Every youth dreams of restoring Palestine but
as long as there is no real organization, this is but a dream. Anton does
not say it aloud, Mrs. Menin does not either but it is there. So though
a fiction, there is a meseage that every Palistinian grasps carefully.

*
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News Around the Campus
By: Ghalit Shareif

1 - The newly formed Statesman Club in our college was involved
in a number of activities. Under the direction of its president Khalil Ziadeh
two panel discussions were held. On a previous date its members visited the
House of Parliament in Amman.

The last items of its activities were a lecture given by Mr. Frank
Ahmed, the second secretary of the American Embassy - He talked about
racial 'discrimination in the U. S. - This was proceeded by a feature flm
concerning that topic.

As the first of its nature in the college the Club has done a good
job-We all hope it will continue as such, with the help of its advisor
Mr. Issa Moghanam.

2- Most of the special students in the college are now regulars
after passing the A. U. B. entrance examination. This has meant a great
deal to these students as it reinforced up their morale.

3 - The committee of Academic Studies held a social evening which
came out to be quite a success. The German Magician who performs at
the Dead Sea Hotel was summoned for that social evening,

Evidently his tricks have added some gaiety to the party.

On this occasion Al Ghadeer would like to extend its thanks to this
committee for itz efforts in col]eccing advertisements for the magazine.

4 - The Yearly Musical performance was held on Friday April 9th
The choir the band and a few piano players all took part in the concert.
Its success was due to the unflinching efforts of the conductor Mr. Nasser.
The choir moreover sang some national songs of his own composition.

5 - Concerning the Athletic news the Bir Zeit team has beaten the

Friends Boy School's - This was considered momentous, as it 1s the first
time the F. B. S, are beaten.

6 - The Student Aid Fund Committee will hold a Garden Party on
May the 16th,

Games as well as other variety shows will be included,
Valuale prises will also be distributed.

We all hope for the best ..,

===

Book Repo f.

The Road To Beirsheeba

By: Nora Arsenian.

Until recently, Ethel Menin was a complete stranger to many of us,
Arabs. Then, a few months ago, on the first page of the ‘' The Jerusalem
Times ' appeared the headline: 'Ethel Menin, Authoress of Road to
Beirsheeba in Amman’, and later ‘ The Jordanian Government is considering
the project of producing a film based on Ethel Menin's Book', and this
lady won fame and love among the Arabs, ‘

Little is known about the authoress - though she has dabbled in

almost every field of politics, ethics, child education and novels, books
like ' Women and the Revolution® and ‘Pity the Innocent, have rarely

‘lain on a dusty library shelf in the Middle East, Her ‘ Moroccan Mozaice’,

South- to Samarkand and ' The Flower Sword' ( travels in Japan) are a
direct: evidence of her love to travel, It was, in fact, after a visit to
Jordan, that instead of recording her trip in the Holy Land, she created
a masterpiece which was, is and shall be of interest to a great number of
Palestinians residing in Jordan.

To those who have closely followed the events of the Palestinian
question there is nothing new about Beirsheeba, but to other indifferent
individuals who have neglected such a humanitarian problem Ethel Menin
does refresh the memory.

In 1948, hundreds of Palistinians were massacared at Deir Yassin and
other little villages; others more fortunate escaped death but were driven
out of their homes.

The Road to Bezirsheeba tells about the exodus, the trek from Lydda
through the wilderness, under the showering of enemy shells to a little
summer resort on the Arab side - Ramallah. '

Butrus Mansour, a rich landowner, his British wife Marian and their
twelve years old son Anton are victims of the Israeli war. Once in Ramallah,
Butrus refuses his relatives’ hospitality and moves down to Jericho, to
Dar-el-Salam ( The House of Peace), accompanied by his loyal wife.
Memories of their prosperous life undermine him and the poor man dies
pining for his beloved but usurped land.

Anton who had been learning at the American Frieinds School in
Ramallah is now obliged to leave for England with his mother. His father’s
wish was that the youth should follow his studies in London.



THE PHILOSOPHY OF UNITY

By: Issa George Moghanam

( Political Science Instructar )

Unity is a term that is at once difficult and ambiguous term to define
especially if it is fortified with emotional overtones. Here in this article
I hope to deal with the concept of unity from an objective and detached
manner however, not aloof or indifferent.

It is often said that unity alone is strength, and unity is impossible
without unity of mind, and unity of mind is found in the knowledge of
truth. Unity in order to be effective and lasting must be based on agree-
ment of fundamentals, and if the basis are lacking, the rest is futile.

So men are weak when their passions incite them to conflict, strong
when Reason unites them in pursuit of the common good. To say this it
becomes quite clear that the question of unity becomes an arduous task to
accomplish, It is difficult because the demands are compelling - demands
that insist on the subordination Of enthusiastic emotionalism to reason. It
is through reasonable evaluation and study of the prevailing conditions that
ultimatly we are enabled to reach a fruitfull result - study and reason are
basic to action.

Also it is not enough just simply to agree on a common aim and to
evaluate these aims in application to particular conditions: but also a tre-
mendous amount of energy, dedication with consistant discipline in carry-
ing out these desired aims. :

Hence the question that faces the author, Is Arab Unity feasible in
view of these demands? If so, has Arab thinking on this score been
consistant with these demands?

It seems that current discussion on Arab Unity has been tackled
simply from an emotional angle rather than from a rational one. This emo-
tionalism has been the primary cause for the many frustrations, despon-
dency and the skeptical outlook toward Arab Unity. This emotionalism
also led to the ultimate failures that occured in the past.

So if Arab Unity is to become a fact, it seems to me, that this emo-
tionalism must be replaced by a feasible, practicable scheme and the whole
thinking and outlook toward this question must be reformulated. We as
Arabs must somehow start anew and begin to look for newer approaches
which will have meaning and better chances to succeed.

2

I am sure that we as Arabs are quite rich with emotionalism and
sentimentality, for this reason our heritage abounds with poetry. It appears
that we as Arabs when faced with reality prefer to think of the ideal
rather than the real and in many instances the ideal is not always possible
[ would like to agree that the real is not always desirable, but one cannot
escape the limitations of reality unless one prefers to be a “Don Quixo?23.”

- Finally concluding from the analysis presented, one is compelled to
summarize the following:

1 - Unity is only possible when there prevails unanimity on funde-
mentals or agreement on ends.

2 - Agreement on a feasible practicable programme or plan that
enforces these fundamentals.

3 - Application of the plan must be consistent and swift.
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EDITORIAL;

WWhy We Are Stludenis?

It seems to me that there is a considerable number of students
in Bir Zeit College who are not certain why they are here. Is it to fullfil
a father's wish? or is it to satisfy their pride on displaying a degree?
or is it to gain prestige in our society? or is it to guarantee for themselves
a position, whereby they could make their livelihood? or is it to do good to

the society in which they live, and to be positive constructive members of
that society?

To answer these questions, one might discuss the nature of what is
a student - his ideals and his responsibilities.

A student is a person who is engaged in or dedicated to study. If
this is a definition of a student then it is correct to say that a student
must pursue knowledge in the hope that he will attain the truth, and in

attaining the truth then he can become happy and difuse happiness in his
environment.

A student, to be worthy of the name “student”, should have certain
ideals that direct him towards his aims.

The ideals of a student are the consistent dedication to principles
which he has arrived at through his study, Normally college students feel
very strongly about their ideals and to see that the ideals are put into
practice. Students are constantly criticizing their parents, fellow students
and their society as a whole. because of their high ideals and hopes. And
when their ideals are somehow unrealized, they become despondent and
frustrated and develop a feeling of betrayal.

Henece our responsibility as students is not only to hold certian ideals,
but also to see that our ideals are translated into action. If as students we
feel betrayed; it seems thet we as students betrayed our ideals, and we
can also add that there will be no one to blame except us the students.

The good student is the one who does not become easily frustrated,
whether from his studies or form anything that is outside the sphere of
his academic life.

The good student is one who stands up and struggles, and one who
maintains his struggle to overcome all the difficulties that stand in the way

of his ideals .Finally in conclusion I wish to say that a good student is the
one who survives the struggle and proves to his society that he does not
abandon his sttuggle. .

NADEEM ELISSA






