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Yasid Elrifai, PHD Architecture  

 
DEAN 
FACULTY OF ART, MUSIC, & DESIGN 
 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR  
Department of Architectural Engineering  
 
 

Address Faculty of Art, Music, & Design, Birzeit University 
Birzeit, P.O. Box 14, Palestine 
 
Tel. +97222982119 
Fax +97222982984 

 E-mail: yelrifai@Birzeit.edu 
        Yasid.Abedrego@gmail.com 

 

PERSONAL DATA 
Place of Birth Valencia, Spain 
Citizenship Palestinian/ Spanish 

 

EDUCATION 

2010 Graz University of Technology, Faculty of Architecture, Graz, 
Austria, PH.D. ARCHITECTURE  

2006 Birzeit University, Faculty of engineering, Birzeit, Palestine 
MASTER IN URBAN PLANNING & DESIGN 

2000 Jordan University of Science & technology, Irbid, Jordan, 
BACHELOR IN ARCHITECTURAL ENGINEERING 

 

ACADEMIC AWARDS, GRANTS AND HONORS 

2019 Erasmus+, one week academic exchange to the Na-
tional Academy of Art & Design/ Oslo, Norway   

2019 Erasmus+, one !week academic exchange to the 
school of Built Environment/ university of Malta 

2019 UAL/ University of Art London, one week aca-
demic exchange to the UAL  

2018 Erasmus+/ Palermo, Italy, full Erasmus+ grant 
for one week Academic exchange (staff exchange) to 
The Faculty of fine art, Palermo 
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2017 Erasmus+/ Tallinn, Estonia, full Erasmus+ grant 
for one week Academic exchange (staff exchange) to 
The Estonian academy of Art, Tallinn 

2017 Erasmus+/ Riga, Latvia, full Erasmus+ grant for 
one week Academic exchange (staff exchange) to 
Riga Building college  

2016 Birzeit University, the Annual Award for the Uni-
versity significant Academic for the year 2016 

2015 Birzeit University The Faculty of Engineering an-
nual award for the popular professor at the De-
partment of Architectural Engineering for the 
year 2015 

2016 Center for Development Studies, Birzeit Univer-
sity, Palestine - RESEARCH GRANT FROM ROSA LUXEM-
BOURG, TO CONDUCT A RESEARCH ABOUT THE IMPACT OF ISRAELI 
POLICIES ON THE URBAN AND SPATIAL ISSUES IN ANATA TOWN 

2012 Birzeit University, Palestine - RESEARCH GRANT TO CON-
DUCT A RESEARCH ABOUT THE EMERGING CENTERS IN PALESTIN-
IAN CITIES ENTITLED “Images of the Mind vs. Syntax of 
Reality” 

2007-2010 ÖAD-Austria, FULL SCHOLARSHIP FOR DOCTORAL STUDIES AT 
THE TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ, AUSTRIA 

2005 TU-Dortmund, Germany- RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP AT THE 
TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY OF DORTMUND FOR MASTER’S THESIS 

 
 
ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT & EXPERIENCE 

    
Aug 2019- present Birzeit University, Dean of the Faculty of Art Music 

& Design 

 
Aug 2015 - 18 Birzeit University, chairman of the Department of 

Architectural engineering 

August 2017- 18 Birzeit University, head of the Master Program of 
Urban Planning & Landscape Design 

Aug 2010 - Present Assistant Professor, BIRZEIT UNIVERSITY, PALESTINE -  
COURSES TAUGHT: 

" ADVANCED DESIGN- FIFTH YEAR LEVEL (STUDIO 
COORDINATOR) - AUG 2010 - PRESENT 

" DESIGN V- THIRD YEAR LEVEL(STUDIO COORDINA-
TOR) - SPRING 2011 - PRESENT 

" DESIGN I - PRINCIPLES OF DESIGN - AUG 2011 

" THEORIES OF ARCHITECTURE III - AUG 2013 - PRE-
SENT  

" VISUAL COMMUNICATIONS I - FREE HAND SKILLS - 
AUG 2010 - PRESENT 

" GRADUATION PROJECTS SUPERVISION - AUG 2010 
- PRESENT 
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" WORKING DRAWINGS- LONG SPAN PROJECTS- 2ND 
SEMESTER 2017/2018 

Aug 2011 - 2015  ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, BIRZEIT UNIVERSITY PALESTINE - 
Master Program Of Urban Planning & Landscape De-
sign (UPLA) 
Courses Taught: 

" URBAN DESIGN THEORIES- SEMINAR  

" RESEARCH METHODS AND TECHNIQUES  

" MASTER THESIS SUPERVISION  

Aug 2006 - 07 Instructor, BIRZEIT UNIVERSITY, PALESTINE - DEPARTMENT 
OF ARCHITECTURAL ENGINEERING 

Aug 2001 - 06 Teaching and Research Assistant, BIRZEIT UNIVER-
SITY, PALESTINE - DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURAL ENGINEER-
ING 

Sept. 2000 - 01 Part time Teaching assistant , BIRZEIT UNIVERSITY, 
PALESTINE - DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURAL ENGINEERING 

 
 
 

PUBLICATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 
 
CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS 
 

2019 “Anti-Architecture: the role of Architecture in 
the city making process- the adaptive reuse of Na-
blus city electrical hangars” changing cities 4 
Conférence, Chania, Greece 

 
2017 “The evolution of spatial housing typologies- 

Ramallah” changing cities III Conference, Samos, 
Greece 

2017  Exclusion Social & Destruction Spatial Urbicide:“
 -Forum Urban The -”Town Anata of Case The

 Palestine University/ Birzeit!

2017 "Blurring the Boundaries ", Going Global confer-
ence, London, UK 
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2016 "The Impact of military occupation on landscape 
change; the case of Anata Town”, IFLA conference, 
AUB/ Beirut, Libanon 

2016 “Cultural Heritage and environmental regenera-
tion framework” - the case of Arraba - Le NOTRE 
conference, Paphos, Cyprus 

2015 "Urban gentrification - the case of Ramallah”, Cri-
tical Geographies Conference, Ramallah, Palestine 

2015 “Ramallah: the Impact of modernization and the 
project of the city state”, Changing cities confer-
ence, Porto heli, Greece 

2015 “the emerging ‘rural’ cities: the shifting modali-
ties”, Changing cities conference, Porto heli, 
Greece 

2013 “Urban Cultures & the city whole: between brand-
ing and mass consumption, the case of nablus city, 
Palestine” with Dima Yaser, changing cities confer-
ence, skiathos, Greece 

2009 “BEYOND GREEN: HOW CAN ARCHITECTURE BE AN INDICATOR 
OF SUSTAINABILITY”, WITH DIMA YASER, II INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE ON SUSTAINABILITY MEASUREMENT AND MODEL-
ING, BARCELONA, SPAIN 

2007 "Urban landscape transformation within fortified 
cities; a comparative study between toledo, Spain 
and Jerusalem, Palestine”, with Dima Yaser and Sa-
lem Thawaba, landscape conference, Birzeit Univer-
sity, Palestine 

2007 “Jerusalem old city crisis: the role of modern ex-
pectancies on transforming the city’s architec-
tural identity”, AESOP conference, Napoli, Italy 

 
 
 
RESEARCH & PUBLICATIONS 
 

2016 Exclusion Social & Destruction Spatial Urbicide: 

The Case of Anata Town- Center of Development 
studies/ Birzeit University- Palestine  

2016 'Tegart’s Modern Legacy: The Reproduction of 
Power - A timeless Paradox"- with Dima Yaser & Ader 
Jarrar- the Jerusalem Quarterly  

2014 - 2015 “Urban Development study in Palestine”, with 
Shadi Ghadban, Dima Yaser, Abaher Al Saqa, Faisal 
Awadallah, submitted to the Spatial Planning Unit, 
Ministry of Planning, Palestine 
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PUBLIC LECTURES & ROUND TABLE DISCUSSIONS  
 

2019 “Anti- Architecture: why old buildings are im-
portant for contemporary architecture?”, Univer-
sity of Malta 

2018 “Walking through somebody else's dream: from the 
state of dream to the dream of state- the produc-
tion of architecture in contemporary Palestine”- 
symposium, Center of Contemporary Art FRAC cen-
ter/ Orléans- France  

2017 “Rethinking the Boundaries”, a round table Discus-
sion- organized by Estonia Academy of Art, Narva/ Es-
tonia  

2016 “Alternatives for development in Palestine- spa-
tial Urbanity and Architecture”, center of devel-
opment studies- Birzeit university/ Palestine  

2014 “Living with a wall”, with Martin Grabner, Grigor 
Doytchinov, Samar Nazer, Dima Yaser and Shaden 
Qasem, Graz house of architects, Graz, Austria 

2013 “Capacity building for rural development: the 
case of Palestine”, Admiralkino fest, Vienna, Aus-
tria 

2008 “Urban Form Transformations interrelation to so-
cial behavior”, Technical University of Graz, Fac-
ulty of Architecture and Urbanism, Graz, Austria 

 

ACADEMIC SERVICES 
 
CONFERENCE & SYMPOSIUM SERVICES 
 
 

2018 scientific & organizing committee & symposium Mod-
erator, “Walking through somebody else's dream: 
from the state of dream to the dream of state- the 
production of architecture in contemporary Pal-
estine”- symposium, FRAC center/ Orléans- France  

2017 Conference Coordinator, International Conference: 
“the urban forum- Palestine”, Birzeit University, 
Palestine 

2014 Conference Coordinator and Chair of Organizing 
committee, International Conference: “Rural areas: 
challenges and aspirations between conservatism 
and development”, Birzeit University, Palestine 

2014 Member of the scientific committee, International 
Conference: “Rural areas: challenges and aspira-
tions between conservatism and development”, Bir-
zeit University, Palestine 

 
 
 



Yasid Elrifai - curriculum vitae  

 

WORKSHOPS 
 

2018- April Organizing committee and instructor for the coop-
eration project Birzeit University & Bourges Acad-
emy of art/ France student’s 2nd workshop “the pro-
duction of architecture- Rethinking Museum of 
Palestine”, Birzeit University, Palestine 

2018- March Organizing committee and instructor for the coop-
eration project Birzeit University & Bourges Acad-
emy of art/ France student’s 1st workshop “the pro-
duction of architecture- Rethinking Museum of 
Palestine”, Bourges Academy of Art, France 

2018- November  Organizing committee and instructor for the coop-
eration project Birzeit University & the Estonian 
Academy of art/ Estonia- students workshop “digital 
Fabrication architecture”, Birzeit University, Pal-
estine  

2018- September  Participant instructor for the cooperation project 
Birzeit University & the Estonian Academy of art/ Es-
tonia- students workshop “Rethinking the Bounda-
ries”, organized by Estonia Academy of Art, Narva/ 
Estonia 

2014 Organizing Committee member, appear 65 (joint pro-
ject between TU Graz and Birzeit University) - Sec-
ond workshop on Rural Development “Concepts for 
the Hartberg Southern Periphery”, Graz, Austria 

2013 Organizing Committee member, appear 65 - first 
workshop on Rural Development “Concepts for De-
velopment of Jifna Village”, Birzeit, Palestine 

2011 Organizing Committee member,joint project between 
La Cambre University, Belgium and Birzeit Univer-
sity, Palestine) - “Walking architecture - a Parade 
of walking architecture in Ramallah city”, Ramal-
lah, Palestine 

2009 AESOP PhD Workshop, Manchester University, 
United Kingdom 

 
 
GRADUATE COMMITTEES 
 

Chair Ibrahim, Asmaa - Master of Urban Planning and 
Landscape Architecture - “Housing Standards in 
Palestine”, 2014 

Committee Affouneh, Nadia - Master of Urban Planning and 
Landscape Architecture - “Polycentricity in Pales-
tine”, 2014 

Committee Al-Ayoubi, Hiba - Master of Urban Planning and 
Landscape Architecture - “change of the experi-
ence and perception of open spaces: the case of 
mount of olives in east Jerusalem”, 2012 
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PROFESSIONAL WORK (SELECTED PROJECTS) 
 
ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN 
 

2015-2016 Jericho slaughterhouse adaptive-reuse project- 
Jericho/ Palestine- with CEP 

2014 AL WAKRAH MALL, DOHA, QATAR, WITH MAP ARCHITECTS AND 
ENGINEERS- DOHA- QATAR 

2014 RAMALLAH SPECIAL NEEDS CENTER, PALESTINE- WITH PRICO, 
PALESTINE- A CONCEPTUAL PROPOSAL  

2014 PALESTINIAN PAVILION AT MOSCOW FOOD EXPO (BEST NEW 
COMER AWARD) - WITH PALTRADE, PALESTINE 

2014 Bible Society YOUTH CENTER, JENIN- PALESTINE- A CON-
CEPTUAL PROPOSAL  

2013 LANDSCAPE & BUILDINGS DESIGN FOR JERICHO AGRO INDUS-
TRIAL PARK, WITH PRICO, PALESTINE 

2013 EIN ALTUMR COMMERCIAL CENTER URBAN DESIGN, IRAQ - WITH 
HCEP (HYDROSULT CENTER FOR PLANNING AND ENGINEER-
ING) 

2013 AL HUSAYNIA OLD CENTER URBAN DESIGN, IRAQ - WITH HCEP 
(HYDROSULT CENTER FOR PLANNING AND ENGINEERING) 

2011-2012 ALRAMADI URBAN RIVER SIDES DESIGN, IRAQ - WITH HCEP 
(HYDROSULT CENTER FOR PLANNING AND ENGINEERING) 

2011 GREEN GARDEN TOWER, RAMALLAH, PALESTINE 

2008 Arabian Palaces, World Map Islands, Dubai (with 
MAP architects and Engineers 

2006, 2008 DEVELOPING NABLUS OLD CITY URBAN OPEN SPACES - WITH 
UNESCO, NABLUS, PALESTINE 

2007 Utopia City, Abu Dhabi (with MAP architects and En-
gineers 

2007 RAMALLAH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, RAMALLAH, PALESTINE 

2001 EARLY CHILDHOOD RESOURCE CENTER, WITH BASSEM KHOURY 
ARCHITECTS, BETHLEHEM, PALESTINE 

2001 ALKHADER FOOTBALL STADIUM, WITH BASSEM KHOURY ARCHI-
TECTS, BETHLEHEM, PALESTINE 

2000 BEAUTIFICATION OF BETHLEHEM URBAN OPEN SPACES, WITH 
BASSEM KHOURY ARCHITECTS, BETHLEHEM, PALESTINE 
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URBAN PLANNING  
 

2015-2016 Marj Ben Amer regional Development Plan- Marj 
Ben Amer/ Palestine- with CEP 

2015-2016 Salfeet master plan & regional development 
framework- Salfeet/ Palestine- with CEP 

2016 Kferet master plan- Jinin/ Palestine- with CEP 

2016 Kufr Dan master plan- Jinin/ Palestine- with CEP 

2016 Aneen master plan- Jinin/ palestine- with CEP 

2015-2016 Arraba/ Anabta- regional regeneration strategic 
plans- with CEP 

2014-2015 URBAN DEVELOPMENT STUDIES IN PALESTINE - WITH CENTER 
OF CONTINUING EDUCATION, BIRZEIT UNIVERSITY 

2013-2015 BETHLEHEM MASTER PLAN, PALESTINE - WITH HCEP (HY-
DROSULT CENTER FOR PLANNING AND ENGINEERING) 

2013 MOON CITY URBAN DESIGN DEVELOPMENT, PALESTINE - WITH 
AMAAR & PIF (PALESTINE INVESTMENT FUND) PALESTINE 

2012-2013 EIN ALTUMR MASTER PLAN, IRAQ- WITH HCEP (HYDROSULT 
CENTER FOR PLANNING AND ENGINEERING) MARCH, 2012- 
SEPTEMBER 2013 

2012-2013 Almaleh, Alasali And Aldarawsha Master Plan, 
Iraq- with HCEP (HYDROSULT CENTER FOR PLANNING AND 
ENGINEERING) 

2012-2013 Jericho Agro- Industrial Park Master Plan & Fac-
tories Design, Palestine - with PRICO, Palestine 

2011-2013 HAQL CITY MASTER PLAN, KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA (KSA)- 
WITH MAP ARCHITECTS & ENGINEERS 

2011 STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT PLANNING (CLUSTER FOUR - PALES-
TINIAN VILLAGES), PALESTINE WITH ALNOKHBA CONSULTANTS 

2006-2007 Jericho Regional Planning Phase - With Jericho Mu-
nicipality & ARABTECH Jardaneh Co. Palestine 

2004-2006 Bani Zaid land use plan - with Birzeit University, 
the UPLD (Urban Planning and Design) Program 

 
 

AFFILIATIONS & MEMBERSHIPS 
2000 - PRESENT Member, Engineers Association in Palestine  

2006 - PRESENT Member, Architects Association, Palestine 

2006 - PRESENT Co- Founder and board member, Engineers without 
boarders - EWB-P 

 
 


