Postscripts to the Anthropocene (Synopsis)
Lieven De Cauter

There is a fear that humanity, driven by capitalism and its technological vector, is a self-destroying
prophesy. The overshoot and collapse (forecasted since the Report to the club of Rome in 1972), seems
inevitable. Collapsology is a new discipline in radical ecology. But, there is also good news: the end of
the Anthropocene is also the revelation of the cosmic dimension. We have to become aware of the
cosmic dimension of all that we do and not do. We have to get humans out of the centre to give space
and a voice to nonhumans (not only mammals, but also insects, oceans, rivers, the biosphere itself). We
have to end the Anthropocene by ending anthropocentrism. Combining transition towards a zero carbon,
circular economy with global equity is the ultimate brain breaker of our time.

The Anthropocene is, according to Wikipedia, “a proposed epoch dating from the commencement of
significant human impact on the Earth s geology and ecosystems”. Geologists are still debating when
to set the beginning of this geological era. It might be the Agricultural Revolution, the discovery of the
America’s, the Industrial Revolution, or the Atomic bomb. I would propose to locate it in the taming of
fire: ever since we keep burning wood (fossil fuel) and stone (mining). The fact that this burning logic,
despite all high tech innovations, has brought us and our environment to the brink of destruction, we
could be called ‘the Mowgly syndrome’. We don’ t know yet when the Anthropocene has begun, but
we might be living its end: the moment when that the logic of growth and acceleration, is destroying
the biosphere beyond repair, with the sixth great extension and unseen climate change as two major
ongoing disasters, or rather chain of disasters. The end of the Anthropocene is its fulfilment: total
predominance meaning large-scale destruction beyond the capacity of recovery.
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