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New Generation of Social Scientists in the Arab Region Program

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Who can apply to the fellowship program?
To be eligible to apply to fellowship program, you must:
e Have an Arab citizenship and be living in an Arab country

e Be pursuing a BA, MA or PHD degree at one of the partner universities of the program
(see guestion below).

e |If at the BA level, you can apply from across different disciplines. MA and PhD students
from the following disciplines or similar social science disciplines can apply: Archeology,
Philosophy, Anthropology, Cultural Studies, Sociology, Political Science, Psychology,
Economics, History, Demography, Development/Development Studies, Urban Studies,
Gender Studies, Social and behavioral Science, and Social Linguistics

e Have at least 1 full or 2 full years left to complete your degree. Students who have less
than 1 year left to complete their degree can apply only if they plan to pursue further
studies at the same universities

Who are the partner universities for the program?

For the current cycle (open on February 2020), students from the following universities can
apply. The ACSS hopes to add more partner universities in the future.

Lebanon: Lebanese American University, the Lebanese University, the American University of
Beirut, Saint Joseph University, and the University of Balamand

Palestine: Birzeit University, Al Najah National University, and Al Quds University

Egypt: The American University in Cairo, Cairo University, and Alexandria University

Tunisia: University of Sfax



How can | apply to the fellowship program?

You can apply online through the link posted on the New Generation Fellowship website
http://www.theacss.org/pages/NEW-GENERATION-FELLOWSHIP. Only applications completed
online will be accepted.

What will | benefit from joining this fellowship?

If you are selected to be a NewGen fellow, you will be immersed in a series of enriching
extracurricular activities over a period of 2 years while you continue to complete your education
at your university. The main benefits of being a NewGen fellow include:

= Attending workshops, conferences, and online courses
= Exploring opportunities and develop skills for a career in the social sciences
= Networking with students from different Arab universities at summer programs

In addition to participating in monthly activities with other NewGen fellows in your country and
getting access to various resources:

BA students will:
e Take an online course on research methodology and design;
e Take at least 1 thematic online course;
e Beinvited to attend a 1-week summer exchange program along with all the NewGen
fellows (summer 2021)

MA students will:
e Take an online course on research methodology and design;
e Attend at least one training workshop;
e Be supported in finding a summer research internship

PhD students will:
e Attend the 3-week ACSS Academy in Beirut in 2020 or 2022;
e Attend two training workshops
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What will be the language used during the program activities?

The primary language that will be used during the program activities is Arabic and the secondary
one will be English. All fellows should be comfortable using the Arabic language or
communicating in Arabic.

What is required from me if | become a fellow?

NewGen fellows are expected to be committed to attend the assigned workshops, activities, and
online courses throughout the duration of the fellowship. The schedule of activities will take into
account the existing class and exam schedule at partner universities to ensure no conflicts.
Fellows are also expected to be open minded, accepting of others’ differences, and engage with
several activities with their university’s cohort and that of other universities. In addition, fellows
will be required to sign a fellowship contract upon acceptance.

Does the fellowship require financial commitment? And will the fellowship offer me a financial
scholarship?

The fellowship does not require a financial commitment from fellows and also does not offer any
direct financial scholarship. However, all the program activities offered to the fellows will be fully
funded including any transportation/travel costs if needed.

How many fellows will be accepted?
Around 120 — 150 fellow will be accepted in 2020.
On what basis will the fellows be selected?

We are looking for youth who are passionate about social change and about the development of
the social sciences field in the Arab region. They are self-motivated to participate in
extracurricular activities to build their skills and knowledge and they are critical thinkers.
NewGen fellows aspire to become future researchers, academics, or change agents in the
respective fields. Based on the applications submitted, a selection committee will evaluate the
applicants based on the criteria outlined above. The completeness of the application is also
important. Language proficiency and academic achievement will be taken into account. As the
final step, students whose applications get short-listed will be invited to an interview in person
or virtually.



