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Faculty of Law and Public Administration\ Birzeit University

The Quest for Climate and Environmental Justice in Palestine: National
Laws and International Parameters

Conference Programme

4 April 2018

Hall 243, Annex Building to the Institute of Law



Registration 09:00 - 09:15

Opening Session

09:15 - 09:30

Moderator: Mahmoud Dodeen
= Abdul Latif Abu Hijleh, Birzeit University President
= Her Excellency Adala Atira, Chair of the Palestinian Environment Quality Authority

= Yasser Amouri, Dean of Faculty of Law and Public Administration

Session 1

Environmental Protection from an International Perspective

09:30 - 10:40

This session casts light on environmental protection from an overall international perspective. It reviews
real life applications and cases, which have proved to be successful in promoting environment protection.
The session also highlights and assesses mechanisms of environmental Protection under International
Humanitarian Law. In addition, the session discusses the role international laws play in protecting the

environment in Palestine from Israeli waste.

Moderator; Mutaz Qafisheh Rapporteur; Abdullah Dodeen
Speaker Topic
Otto Spijkers The Urgenda Case: A Successful Example of Public Interest Conflicts
towards Environmental Protection
Walid Qarra Mechanisms of Environmental Protection in Light of International

Humanitarian Law
Ahmad Beshtawi, Norhan Assessing the Role of International Environmental Law in Protecting
Barahmah, Rawan Nu’eirat, the Palestinian Environment from Israeli Hazardous Waste
Ahmed Nu’eirat, and Mu’ath
al-Madmouj
Comment: Reem Butmeh
Discussion



Session 2
The Occupying State’s Liability for Protecting the Environment in the Occupied Palestinian

Territory

10:40-11:50

This session shows the occupying state’s civil liability for the environmental damage in the occupied
Palestinian territory (oPt) under International Law. It highlights Israeli practices concerning Palestinian
water needs and how Israel deals with this issue. The session also elaborates on the impact of Israeli
settlements on the vegetation cover and groundwater in the oPt.

Moderator: Philip Langbroek Rapporteur: Noura Taha
Speaker Topic
Nihad Khanfar An Examination on the Civil Liability of the Israeli Occupation on

Damaging the Palestinian Environment under International Law

Rashed al-Sa’ed Water from Wastewater towards Quenching Palestinians’ Thirst: An
Israeli Environmental Justice?
Hadi al-Shib and Ikram The Impact of Israeli Settlements on the Palestinian Environment
Ziyadeh (Vegetation Cover and Groundwater as a Model)
Comment: Suha Jarrar
Discussion
Break 11:50-12:05
Session 3

The Nature and Parameters of Environmental Crimes

12:05-13:10

This session addresses environmental crimes. It places a special focus on the criminal liability arising from
environmental crimes, distinctive characteristics of environmental crime, and legal context of
environmental crimes in Palestine. The session also deliberates the legal characterisation of environmental

crime of, and damage arising from, irregular dump sites.

Moderator; Joni Asi Rapporteur: Tasneem Kahlah
Speaker Topic

Samer Najm al-Din Criminal Liability Arising from Environmental Crimes in Palestine
Murad Al-Madani Distinctive Characteristics of Environmental Crime
Yusra Hassouneh The Legal Context of Environmental Crimes in Palestine
Samar al-Damanhouri, Suhaib | The Legal Characterisation of Environmental Crimes in Relation to
Sakran, Noor Jaber, Noor Al- | Irregular Dump Sites: Impact on Palestinian Development
kharouf

Comment: Mustafa Abdul Bagi
Discussion



Session 4

Environmental Protection under National Laws and Arising Civil Liability

13:10-14:15
This session sheds light on environmental protection under national laws. In addition to establishing penal

protection of environmental justice, the session highlights the role the Palestinian Judicial Authority plays
in protecting the environment. It also uncovers the specificity of civil liability for environmental pollution

and investigates the nature of civil liability for environmental damage.

Moderator Mohammed Khalaf Rapporteur: Mahmoud Abu Sawi
Speaker Topic

Jihad al-Kiswani and Najah Penal Protection of Environmental Justice

Dugmaq

Ala’ al-Khalayleh The Role of the Palestinian Judicial Authority in Protecting the

Environment
Abeer Dirbas Civil Liability for Environmental Damage
Omar Ureigat The Specificity of Civil Liability for Environmental Pollution

Comment: Yousef Shandi
Discussion

Break 14:15-14:30

Closing Session

14:30-14:40
Speaker Topic
Mohammed Al-Qaisi Conference Conclusions and Recommendations
Lunch 14:45



	13:10 – 14:15
	الجلسة الختامية
	14:30 – 14:40

