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Abstract

This paper aims to examine the different representations of the Palestinian refugee
camp in the novel Velvet by Huzama Habayib, as compared with many Palestinian texts
that appeared in the second half of the last century. The problem of this paper lies in
understanding and interpreting the manifestations of this difference, and adopts an
analytical descriptive approach, relying on two theoretical framings: the issue of the Center
and the Margin, and the concepts of Utopia and Dystopia, all the way to the Heterotopia as
conceptualized by Michel Foucault. The paper concludes that Velvet’s representation of
the camp has been carried away from the Centre (the revolutionary and the masculine) and
focused on the Margin and the vast richness of the lives of its actors, women in particular.
The paper also concludes that the novel’s representation of the refugee camp was shifted
from being a temporary place of transition towards Utopia to being a dystopian margin
similar to the heterotopic place dedicated to include other people and characterized by its
actual presence as a place outside the place, and by having its temporary permanence.

This paper hopes to pave a new way of approaching the Palestinian novels published
after the Oslo Agreement, and to identify its deviation from the canonized Palestinian
novels since the beginning of the Palestinian Revolution in the 1960s. This revolution saw
its actual decline as a revolutionary rhetoric receded with the departure from Beirut and
then signing the above-mentioned agreement.

Keywords: The novel “Velvet”, Huzama Habayeb, Palestinian Refugee Camp,
Center/Margin, Heterotopia.
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