
 

  

 

 

 

 

Muwatin 25th Annual Conference 

“Democratisation of Palestinian Politics as a Basis for Rebuilding the National 

Project” 

Hall 243 – Institute of Law Annex Building – Birzeit University 

4 and 5 October 2019 

Participants 

Wasim Abu Fasha Faculty member at the Department of Philosophy and Cultural Studies at 

Birzeit University. 

Abdullatif Abu Hijleh President of Birzeit University, and Professor of Inorganic Chemistry.  

Ala Al-Azzeh Chairperson of the Department of Social and Behavioural Sciences and the 

MA programme in Sociology at Birzeit University. 

Issam Arouri Director of the Jerusalem Legal Aid and Human Rights Centre, member of 

the board of the Palestinian NGO Network, the Palestinian Human Rights 

Organisations’ Council, and the board of commissioners of the Independent 

Commission for Human Rights. 

Muriel Asseburg Senior Fellow at Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik (SWP), the German 

Institute for International and Security Affairs in Berlin. 

Reem Bahdi Associate Professor of Law at the University of Windsor, Faculty of 

Law.  Her research and teaching focuses on access to justice, human dignity, 

and social context and national security 

Sam Bahour Palestinian-American business consultant. He serves as a policy adviser to 

Al-Shabaka, the Palestinian Policy Network, Secretariat member of the 

Palestine Strategy Group, and is co-editor of “Homeland: Oral Histories of 

Palestine and Palestinians” (1994).  

Basem Ezbidi Faculty member at the Department of Political Science and the MA 

Programme in Democracy and Human Rights at Birzeit University 

George Giacaman Faculty member of the Department of Philosophy and Cultural Studies, the 

MA Programme in Democracy and Human Rights, and the MA Programme 

in Contemporary Arab Studies. Served as dean of the Faculty of Arts and 

the Faculty of Graduate Studies at Birzeit University. He served as the 

general director of the Palestinian Institute for the Study of Democracy – 

Muwatin. 

Jehad Harb Researcher on issues of politics and governance. Member of the main team 

of the “Arab Democracy Index Report”, and the “Arab Security Index 

Report”. Writes the weekly op. ed. “Town Gossip”. Authored many 

publications on the Palestinian political system, good governance, 

parliamentary work, integrity system, and the security sector. 

Jamil Hilal Palestinian sociologist, was a university professor in sociology and a senior 

researcher in several Palestinian research and studies centres. He has several 

publications about the Palestinian society and the Palestinian-Israeli conflict 

in Arabic and in English, some of which are translated to other languages.  



 

Joyce Kashou Programmes’ Officer at Muwatin Institute for Democracy and Human 

Rights - Birzeit University. 

Mudar Kassis Director of Muwatin Institute for Democracy and Human Rights, faculty 

member of the Department of Philosophy and Cultural Studies, director of 

the MA Programme in Democracy and Human Rights, and co-director of 

the Windsor Birzeit Dignity Initiative at Birzeit University. 

Raja Khalidi Researcher, specialised in economic development, has several researches 

and publications about the Palestinian economic situation in Lebanon, the 

Occupied Territories of 1967, and in Israel. He currently serves as the 

research coordinator at  the Palestine Economic Policy Research Institute-

MAS. 

Ghassan Khatib  Faculty member of the Department of Philosophy and Cultural Studies at 

Birzeit University. Held several ministerial positions, and served as the vice 

president for advancement in Birzeit University. 

Bettina Marx Director of the Heinrich Boell Foundation office in Ramallah since 

September 2015, she is a journalist with extensive experience working in 

the Middle East. 

Ali Muhanna Legal advisor for President Mahmoud Abbas.  Formerly Minister of Justice,  

served previously as President of the High Judicial Council, and President 

of the Palestinian Bar Association. 

Nour Odeh Writer and Journalist. Worked as a field journalist for more than 11 years 

reporting in English, Arabic, and Spanish. Served as the Palestinian 

Government Spokeswoman from 2011 to 2013. Currently works as a 

consultant in strategic communication and public diplomacy. 

Maha Samman Faculty member at Al-Quds University, an architect, and specialised in 

urban planning and political geography. Has several publications including, 

“Trans-Colonial Urban Space in Palestine: Politics and Development". 

Ashraf Y. Suliman Head of Mission at the South African Representative Office in the State of 

Palestine. 

Aida Touma - Suleiman Journalist, politician, and feminist Palestinian leader. She is currently a 

member of the Israeli Parliament for Hadash. Served as the Editor in Chief 

for Al-Ittihad newspaper. 

Mandy Turner Director of the Kenyon Institute, a British academic research centre based 

in East Jerusalem. Her research focuses on the politics of international 

intervention, and donor strategies in war-torn societies. 

Jeremy Wildeman Faculty member at Bath University (UK) and University of Ottawa 

(Canada) interested in international relations, Canadian foreign policy, 

Middle East politics, critical development studies, human security, and 

donor aid in Palestine. 

Mahmoud Ziadeh Activist and the Secretary general for the Palestinian General Federation of 

Trade Unions. 


